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Travel Tripods



What makes a Travel Tripod?

• A travel tripod provides stability for sharp, high-quality 
images while remaining lightweight and compact for 
portability. 

• Key uses (like regular tripods) include capturing 
• Long exposures (blurring water, traffic, clouds), 
• Low-light/night photography, 
• Self-portraits, 
• Macro, 
• Panorama stitching, High Dynamic Range, and focus stacking,
• Supporting heavy lenses to reduce fatigue. 



Travel Tripod Design Considerations
• Stability and build quality, 
• Appropriate load capacity for your gear, and 
• Height range that suits your shooting needs. 
• Other important factors include the head type, twist vs latch 

leg locks, and overall portability.
• Accessory Hook: at the bottom of the center column - allows 

you to hang a weight (like your camera bag) to increase 
stability in windy conditions.

• Interchangeable Feet: Rubber feet work well on hard surfaces, 
while spiked feet offer better grip on soft ground, dirt, or ice. 

• Lightweight and compact, often collapsing under 16 inches, 
making them ideal for hiking and air travel. 

• They often feature center columns that can invert for low-
angle shots. 

• Key challenges (relative to sturdy “studio” types): 
• reduced stability in wind, 
• lower maximum height, and 
• Lightweight carbon fiber models can be pricey. 



Stability and Materials
Stability is key for sharp images, especially in low light or with long 
exposures. The tripod's material significantly impacts this and its 
weight. 

• Carbon Fiber: Lightweight, strong, and provides superior vibration 
dampening, making it excellent for travel and outdoor photography.

• Aluminum: More affordable and durable but heavier than carbon 
fiber. They are a sturdy, budget-friendly option for general use.

• Build Quality: Look for robust construction with high-quality 
components. Avoid cheap tripods which often use plastic joints that 
limit stability and longevity. 

Bad

Excellent



Can Stabilize Tripod in Wind with Weight

• Bring bungies for your pack/bag. Hang from the hook on the bottom 
of the center column, or from bottom of ball head.  Let weight rest 
on ground, but with tension, so it doesn’t move around!



Aluminum vs Carbon Fiber

Peak Design Aluminum Travel Tripod
• Load Capacity:    20 lb
• Maximum Working Height: 60"
• Minimum Working Height: 5.5"
• Closed Length:    15.5"
• Weight:     3.4 lb
• Cost:      $399.95

Peak Design Carbon Fiber Travel Tripod
• Load Capacity:    20 lb
• Maximum Working Height: 60"
• Minimum Working Height: 5.5"
• Closed Length:    15.5"
• Weight:     2.8 lb
• Cost:      $599.95

(20 % Stiffer than Aluminum)(Good Value)



Load Capacity
• The Load Capacity is the maximum weight 

the tripod can safely support. 
• Safety Margin: Ensure the tripod's stated 

capacity is at least 1.5 times the total 
combined weight of your camera body, 
heaviest lens, and any other accessories (like 
a flash).
oUsing a setup heavier than the rated capacity 

risks damaging your equipment and results in an 
unstable platform.

• Example: my full frame Canon body + Sigma 150-
600mm lens weighs 8 lbs.  Therefore,   I need > 12 lbs 
load capacity. 



Height and Adjustability
• Maximum Height: Ideally, tripod extends to your eye 

level when standing to avoid crouching, and without 
extending the center column fully, which can reduce 
stability.  Harder to achieve with travel tripods.

• Minimum Height: For macro or low-angle photography, 
check if the tripod can get close to the ground, possibly 
with an adjustable or inverted center column feature.

• Leg Angles: Independent leg angle adjustments are 
useful for shooting on uneven terrain or in tight spaces



e.g. My Gitzo GT2545T Traveler Series 2 

60.8” (max center column AGL)

51.6” (no center column AGL)

Carbon fiber
2.95 lbs
4 leg sections
Load capacity: 26.5 lbs

17” closed length

68.3” (max eyepiece AGL)68” (eyes AGL)
3.5”

4” BALL HEAD

But, the fully extended center column is less stable.

Note: B&H Photo has a “Specs” tab on each tripod with weight, height w/ column, 
height w/o column, min height, etc. 

Me



Tripod Low Positioning

Inverted Center Column
Removable Center Column 
and Widely Angled Legs



Some Travel Tripods



Tripod Heads – All Sorts!



Ball Heads

• Best For: Landscape photography and general use
• Pros: Fast, wide range of movement, versatile
• Cons: Difficult with collared telephoto lenses 
while shooting sports or wildlife

• 3 Legged Thing
• Acratech Nomad
• Acratech GP
• Benro IB2
• Benro B2
• FLM CB-38FTR

• Gitzo GH1382QD
• Induro BHL2S
• Novoflex Classic Ball 3 II
• Oben BC-139
• Really Right Stuff BH-40LR
• Sirui K30X

Best $      .
Best $$-$$$
Best $$$$   .



Gimbal Heads
• Best For: Wildlife/sports/rocket launch 

photography with a collared telephoto lens
• Pros: Makes your camera feel weightless, 

can re-orient with a finger.
• Cons: Bulky to carry, heavy

Gimbal Heads ($100 - $350):
• Movo GH700-II Aluminum Gimbal Head 
• Oben GH-30
• Benro GH2N Aluminum Gimbal Head
• Wimberley Arca Sidekick Ball to Gimbal 
Head Adapter

Smaller,
1.3 lb

3.1 lb

2.6 lb



2-Way Tilt Head

• Best For: Telephoto lenses on a tripod 
when a gimbal is too bulky or heavy. 

• Pros: Lightweight, can also be used as 
a monopod head

• Cons: Not as smooth as a gimbal for 
quick-reaction wildlife. 

Acratech Long Lens Head

Tilt heads with both fore/aft tilt 
and a panning base are called 2-
way heads or 2-way tilt heads.

Can use for Landscape 
photography/Panoramas when paired 
with a leveling base and an L bracket.



Leveling Base (Head)

• Best For: Pairing with a gimbal for 
wildlife photography or pairing 
with a ball head for panoramic 
photography.

• Pros: Much faster to achieve a 
perfectly level horizon

• Cons:

You only need to get the tripod legs in the 
right ballpark, and the leveling head 
takes care of the final leveling. 

Has a bubble level, ensuring a perfectly 
level platform for your main tripod head 
to sit on.

Popular Leveling Bases:

• Oben LH-2510
• Manfrotto 438
• RRS TA-2U
• Acratech Leveling Base 



• Best For: Slow-paced landscape, 
macro, and studio photography

• Pros: Pan, tilt, and roll can be 
adjusted independently

• Cons: Slower to use than a ball 
head

3-Way Pan & Tilt Head

Manfrotto XPRO 3-Way, Pan-and-Tilt Head

Popular 3-Way Heads

• Manfrotto XPro 3-Way
• Oben PD-117
• Benro HD3A



Geared Tripod Head

• Best For: Architectural, studio, and 
macro product photography

• Pros: Allows extremely precise 
adjustment of composition in all 3 
axes.

• Cons: Slow to use.  Fairly expensive.

Relatively Affordable Examples:

• Benro GD3WH 3-Way Geared Head
• Leofoto GW-01 3-Way Geared Head
• Oben GH3W-15 3-Way Geared Head
• Manfrotto 410 3-Way, Geared Pan-and-Tilt Head



Inverted Ball Head

• Best For: Panoramic landscape photography

• Pros: Creates a level panning platform 
without needing a leveling base. Can be used 
like regular ball head.

• Cons: The head’s weight sits above the ball, 
so when it is unlocked for repositioning, it can 
feel heavier and harder to control.

Arca Swiss Monoball P0

Places the panning base above the ball 
instead of below it like a standard ball head. 

Removes the need for a leveling base when 
shooting stitched panoramas. 

When you aren’t shooting a panorama, an 
inverted ball head can be used in all the 
same ways as a regular ball head



Monopod Head / Tilt Head
• Best For: Sports and wildlife photography on 

the move with telephoto lenses

• Pros: Easier to shoot at an incline or decline 
with super-telephoto lenses

• Cons: Limited usefulness aside from 
monopod. Must also buy another head for 
general use and landscapes.

Wimberley MH-100 MonoGimbal

Sirui monopod head



The End
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