
The Photographic Society of America defines a
travel photo as an image that expresses the
feeling of a time and place, portrays a land, its
people, or a culture in its natural state, and has no
geographical limitations.

Travel Photography is composed of many different
disciplines or types of photography.

 Event
 Portrait
 Sports
 Landscape
 Macro
 Street – photo journalism

Shoot locally to practice.  Look for local culture
(HonFest), signage (Pennsylvania Ave), unique
elements, (Times Square).

Photo Basics:
When travelling we are more aware of our
surroundings than when we are at home.  The goal of
travel photography is to translate that heightened



awareness to a picture.  This usually will help you get
something no one else saw or a different perspective
on the common scene.  Be receptive and aware of
different scenes, lighting and situations.

Equipment:
Camera, lenses, flash, tripod, bag, strap, cleaning kit,
extra batteries, memory, battery charger, gloves,
Ziploc bags. Smartphone, GPS, hat, backup harddrive

Resources Available for Travelers:
 Rick Steves Guides
 Lonely Planet
 Photographer’s Ephemeris
 Trip Advisor
 Google Images

When you are there:
 Maps in Hotel Lobby
 Postcards
 Ask locals

Best practices while traveling:

• Keep camera out and ready
• Scout location if possible, pay attention to the

light



• Walk around the scene looking for the best angle
• Keep records, receipts, guide maps, coasters, and

business cards.  All helps when creating a story
later

• Use GPS app (Geotag Photos Pro) to log location
or snap a picture with smart phone to record a
location

• Backup photos to a laptop or a separate
harddrive

• NEVER format memory cards while travelling,
buy more!

Challenges of shooting on the go and equipment
to solve problems

• Harsh lighting – variable ND, polarizer, fill flash
• Unknown exposure - Sunny 16 rule and shoot

RAW
• Focus points - Autofocus modes, less red dots!
• Depth of field - AV mode
• Too many people – slow shutter speed, tripod,

variable ND
• Rain, sand, ocean spray – plastic bag, waterproof

housing
• Night – tripod, flash, flashlight
• No flash in museums – higher ISO, use an

existing support
• Glasses – keep a copy of your prescription



Develop an awareness of local customs and
cultures

Web:
• State Department
• Local government

Print:
• Lonely Planet
• Frommers
• DK Eyewitness

Possible local concerns
• Always ask before shooting
• Should you offer a gratuity?
• Okay to photograph according to customs or

law?
• Allowed to photograph women or children
• Need for a model release

Presenting Images

eAlbums: ProShow Gold

Books:  Blurb, Nations Photo Lab, Ritzpix,
Adorama



Online gallery: Flickr, 500px, Facebook, Own
website, blog

Printed Keepsakes: Albums, scrapbooks, calendars

Stock photography
istockphoto, Foap, Shuttertstock, Aurora
   Stock exists to offer inexpensive images to
clients, not pay photographers!



TRAVEL PHOTOGRAPHY LINKS

 State Department: http://www.state.gov/travel/
 Rick Steve’s: https://www.ricksteves.com/
 Lonely Planet: http://www.lonelyplanet.com/
 Trip Advisor: http://www.tripadvisor.com/
 Frommers: http://www.frommers.com/
 DK Eyewitness:

http://us.dk.com/static/cs/us/11/features/dktravel/
 Photographers Ephemeris: http://photoephemeris.com/
 Geotag Photos Pro: http://www.geotagphotos.net/
 ProShow Gold :

http://www.photodex.com/proshow/gold
 Blurb: http://www.blurb.com/
 Nations Photo Lab: http://www.nationsphotolab.com/
 RitzPix: http://www.ritzpix.com/
 Adorama Pix: http://www.adoramapix.com/
 Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/
 500px: http://500px.com/
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
 Blogs: http://wordpress.org/,

https://www.blogger.com/
 Stock Photography: http://www.istockphoto.com/,

http://www.shutterstock.com/, https://www.foap.com/
, http://www.auroraphotos.com/
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Resources Available for Travelers:
•Rick Steves Guides
•Lonely Planet
•Photographer’s Ephemeris
•Trip Advisor
•Google Images

When you are there:
•Maps in Hotel Lobby
•Postcards
•Ask locals



Best practices while traveling:

•Keep camera out and ready
•Scout location if possible, pay attention to the light
•Walk around the scene looking for the best angle
•Keep records, receipts, guide maps, coasters, and
business cards.  All helps when creating a story later
•Use GPS app (Geotag Photos Pro) to log location or snap
a picture with smart phone to record a location
•Backup photos to a laptop or a separate harddrive
•NEVER format memory cards while travelling, buy more!



Challenges of shooting on the go and equipment to solve problems

•Harsh lighting – variable ND, polarizer, fill flash
•Unknown exposure - Sunny 16 rule and shoot RAW
•Focus points - Autofocus modes, less red dots!
•Depth of field - AV mode
•Too many people – slow shutter speed, tripod, variable ND
•Rain, sand, ocean spray – plastic bag, waterproof housing
•Night – tripod, flash, flashlight
•No flash in museums – higher ISO, use an existing support
•Glasses – keep a copy of your prescription



Develop an awareness of local customs and cultures

Web:
•State Department
•Local government

Print:
•Lonely Planet
•Frommers
•DK Eyewitness

Possible local concerns
•Always ask before shooting
•Should you offer a gratuity?
•Okay to photograph according to customs or law?
•Allowed to photograph women or children
•Need for a model release



Presenting Images

•eAlbums: ProShow Gold

•Books:  Blurb, Nations Photo Lab, Ritzpix, Adorama

•Online gallery: Flickr, 500px, Facebook, Own website, blog

•Printed Keepsakes: Albums, scrapbooks, calendars

•Stock photography: istockphoto, Foap, Shuttertstock, Aurora
Stock exists to offer inexpensive images to clients, not pay photographers!



Questions ????



Thank You!!


